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Internal Migration Streams in the Sultanate of Oman since the 1980s:
Muscat Governorate as a model

Abstract

Internal migration is an influential phenomenon in our economic and social life. Its
impact is usually reflected to the growing need for services and employment
opportunities for newcomers. This has led the researchers to study and analyze this
phenomenon in the Sultanate of Oman using Muscat as case study. This internal
migration phenomenon was not one of the prominent features that characterized the
Omani society before 1970, compared with the external migration that characterized
the long history. The Sultanate has taken the planning policy as well economic and
urban development to improve the economic and social conditions of the country
since 1970. The development has accelerated the movement of the population
between all governorates, especially to the governorate of Muscat (the capital), this
economic development reflected on the result of high city expansion rate due to both

domestic and foreign migration.

In this context, the study aims at identifying the nature physical of the internal
migration and their trends in the Sultanate from a geographic perspective in order to
determine the nature of this migration and the geographical factors that affect it. It is
also to draw the current internal immigration streams between the Omani
governorates and to analyze different variables of this phenomenon into Muscat. This
study highlights the developmental dimensions of this phenomenon. It discusses the
relationship between internal migration and development processes in the Sultanate.
The study examined the internal migration in terms of its development and
distribution in the Sultanate, the factors influencing it, studying the currents of

migration from and to Muscat, as well as identifying the effects of this migration.

Keywords: Internal Migration, Migration Rate, Economic development, Migration
Effects, Muscat, Sultanate of Oman
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